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THE PIGS CRISIS — VIDEO INSTALLATION

"[...] Our fellow citizens had not the faintest reason to apprehend the incidents that took place in the spring of the year in question [...] It was
about this time that our townsfolk began to show signs of uneasiness. For, from April 18 onwards, quantities of dead or dying rats were found
in factories and warehouses [...] From the outer suburbs to the center of the town [...] In every thoroughfare, rats were piled up in garbage
cans or lying in long lines in the gutters. The evening papers that day took up the matter and inquired whether or not the city fathers were
going to take steps, and what emergency measures were contemplated, to abate this particularly disgusting nuisance [...] And it was then that
fear, and with fear serious reflection, began."

Tamar Mike Laufer’s installation, “PIGS crisis”, is an absurd surrealist, Dadaist work that combines video art with a wall work displaying a
single frame from the video. The video is much like a psychedelic computer game in which the electronic trance music of DJ Liam Shachar
accompanies a virtual visual creation by Mike Laufer. Using computerized painting and imaging techniques, the two- and three-dimensional
are brought together in a composition that includes textures, shapes, and objects formed from countless polygons, enabling it to rotate 360°
in space.

Linking the private with the public, Mike Laufer presents an alternative simulacrum, a digital fantasy. Its scenario depicts the arrival of flying
pigs on Earth and on distant galaxies. In the course of their travels, they are confronted by viruses, hostile creatures, and other enemies. The
pigs fight like characters in a home video game, flying in and out and sowing terror wherever they go. Eventually they grow weary and
withdraw back into the game. A string of coins appears, piling up and declaring the end of the game. Who won? Who lost? Time ran out and
the game is over. Did we survive the plague? Did we manage to cope with it? And when will the next one come?

The term “PIGS crisis” is a reference to the panic triggered by the current global economic crisis, which has replaced the fear of a swine flu
pandemic. PIGS is an acronym for four members of the European Union (Portugal, Ireland, Greece, and Spain), whose huge deficits and
national debts are jeopardizing their economic stability. If they are unable to repay their debts, the fragile house of cards known as the
European economy, and indeed the European Union itself, are in danger of collapse. The single currency has gone from being an advantage to
a disadvantage, and the PIGS crisis now threatens all of Europe.

Mike Laufer’s installation is a metaphor for the social, financial, and existential crisis that strikes at every generation. One plague follows on
the heels of another, causing panic and terror, both conscious and unconscious. And just as in Albert Camus’s The Plague, feeling powerless
under conditions of siege, we come together in our fear in an attempt to preserve our humanity.

Nurit Tal-Tenne
Exhibition Curator
Albert Camus, The Plague, Stuart Gilbert (trans.), NY: Vintage Books, 1991, pp. 4-23

Albert Camus, The Plague, Stuart Gilbert (trans.), NY: Vintage Books, 1991, pp. 4-23
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Carmel Container Systems: Simulated marble sheeting

Simulated marble sheeting, a distinctive new product on which

a worldwide patent has been issued, is being produced and printed for the

first time by Carmel Container Systems Ltd., a subsidiary of the Hadera
Paper group.

The printed pattern on the substrate provides an interesting and unique
texture; “hills and valleys” on the surface give the appearance of natural
stone.

Any texture or image can be reproduced on the substrate by use of full-
color process printing.

The printed sheets are especially applicable to interior design, as a
background for printed pictures, or for example, as a finished surface on
tables or chests for the furniture industry. In this manner it is possible to
brighten the bedroom, living room or workroom with a design element
which imparts both glamour and interest.

Specification of the sheeting: an impressively realistic simulation of
marble, ground rock or other aggregate materials, produced by utilizing
custom-developed polymeric and acrylic materials. The printed sheeting
can be laminated to all types of materials, such as: wood, plasterboard,
metal, corrugated board and others.

Durability of the sheeting: two year warranty; to be used in accordance
with the manufacturer’s instructions.

((( Carmel Containers

Hadera Paper Group
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About the artist : Tammy Mike Laufer

1960 Bornin Tel Aviv
1974-1978 Architecture, Art and Painting, high school, Ramat Gan
1978-1980 Military service
1980-1983 Graphic Design Studies, Haifa Technion, Tel Aviv branch
1984-1987 Projects in Architecture and Design
1989-1993 Visual Arts Teaching in supplementary education, Ramat Gan
1991 Macintosh computers graphic designers specialized
studies, Sivan College, Tel Aviv
1996-1998 Design of 200 Hebrew Fonts series, Studio TML, Ramat Gan
1999-2009 Art director, Pecan Ltd. — computer games design
and development, Ramat Gan

Solo Exhibitions

2005 "Virtual Exhibition", Alternative Gallery, Tel Aviv-Jaffa
2006 "Urban", Windows Gallery, Azrieli Center, Tel Aviv
2008 "Metal Dreams", Wohl Center Gallery, Bar llan

Group Exhibitions

2007 "Yezira Israelit", Jewish Center, Manhattan, New York

2009 "Memory of the Holocaust is not Dead", Shoah Film
Festival, Cologne, Germany
Biennial of Contemporary Art, outdoor video project, New York
"Outside the Box", Tel Aviv 100th Anniversary, Tel Aviv
The Annual International Festival of Video Art, Miden, Greece
Gilad Shalit — posters exhibition, Hakaze Gallery, Nahariya
“MyMementoVid”, video art project, Scalamata Gallery,
Venice Biennale
"Israeli Artists' Book", Jaffa Museum, Tel Aviv

2010 "Magmart” — Video under Volcano", Palazzo Center for Contemporary
Arts, Naples, Italy
“Feel Free to Feel Green”, Sixth Video Art Festival, Athens, Greece
"Blue Sky", Takada Library Civic Gallery, Motosiro Cho, Joetsu
City; Imai Art Museum, Nigata, Japan
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